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Rural  District  of  Glendale. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1907. 


The  population  of  Glendale  in  1901  was  8,770. 
Although  each  year  shows  that  the  number  of  births  is 
considerably  more  than  the  number  of  deaths,  there  still 
seems  to  be  a steady  exodus  of  adults  to  the  tow  ns,  and 
on  this  account  I think  that  the  population  of  Glendale 
in  1901  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  population  in  1907. 

The  number  of  births  in  1907  was  171,  equal  to  a 
birth  rate  of  19*49  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  0 from  the  number  of  births  in  1906,  and  the 
birth  rate  is  much  below  the  average  of  the  rural 
districts  in  the  County  in  1906,  which  was  25*47.  It  is 
also  the  lowest  birth  rate  in  Glendale  since  1901,  as  wdl 


be  seen  on  referring  to  Table  I. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1907  was  87,  a considerable 

decrease  from  118  in  1906.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  9*9, 
the  lowest,  I believe,  on  record  for  the  Glendale  district, 
and  considerably  below^  the  rural  death  rate  of  the 
County  in  1906,  which  was  18*51  ; and  the  death  rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  la*4  in  1906.  The  year 
1907  was  remarkable  in  this  neighbourhood  for  the 
great  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell,  and  the  low 
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temperature  of  the  summer  and  autumn  mouths,  and 
one  would  have  expected  a comparatively  high  death 
rate.  This,  however,  has  not  been  the  case  ; and  if  any 
one  cause  can  he  given,  it  is  perhaps  the  gravelly  nature 
of  the  subsoil,  and  the  consequent  speedy  drying  of  the 
land  in  the  greater  part  of  Glendale.  As  will  be  seen  in 
Table  II.,  the  deaths  in  the  Wooler  district  were  49,  as 
against  55  in  1906  ; in  the  Ford  district  37,  as  against  60 
in  1906.  In  the  Workhouse  there  was  1 death. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  were  5 in  number, 
as  against  12  in  1906,  and  20  in  1905.  This  is  a small 
number  and  gives  a rate  of  29’2  per  1,000  births 
registered,  which  is  certainly  the  lowest  on  record  for 
Glendale  and  possibly  for  the  County.  In  the  Ford 
district  and  the  Workhouse  there  were  no  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age,  so  that  the  5 deaths  occurred  in  the 
Wooler  district  out  of  84  births.  This  gives  for  the 
Wooler  district  alone  a rate  of  59*5,  which  is  lower,  with 
one  exception,  than  any  rural  district  in  the  County  in 
1906.  Artificial  feeding  of  infants  seems  to  show  no 
signs  of  decrease,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  an 
adequate  supply  of  milk  is  as  great  as  ever,  but  I am 
inclined  to  think  that  feeding-bottles  with  long  rubber 
tubes  are  less  used  than  formerly,  and  this  is  very  much 
in  favour  of  the  infants’  health.  Between  one  and  five 
years  of  age  there  were  4 deaths,  so  that  the  total  deaths 
under  five  were  9,  giving  a rate  of  1*02  per  1,000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  1*36  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  those  who  died  over  five  years  of  age,  1 died  between 


5 and  15;  8 died  between  15  and  25;  22  between  25  and 
05  ; and  46  over  65  years  of  age.  The  number  46,  dying 
over  65  years  of  age,  gives  a rate  of  5*25  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  These  rates  show  the  comparatively  large 
number  that  reach  old  age,  and  the  relatively  small 
number  that  die  under  five  years  of  age  in  Glendale, 
when  compared  with  the  County  as  a whole,  the  rate 
under  live  years  of  age  being  1*02,  as  compared  with  5*58 
for  1906  ; and  the  rate  over  65  years  of  age  being  5*24,  as 
compared  with  3*71  for  the  County  in  1906.  Of  the 
46  deaths  over  65,  16  were  80  years  of  age  and  over, 
and  5 were  90  and  over,  one  person  reaching  the  age 


of  97 \ years. 

Zymotic  diseases,  which  comprise  small-pox,  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  the  fevers  called  typhus,  enteric,  con- 
tinued and  relapsing,  with  whooping  cough,  measles, 
and  diarrhoea  caused  five  deaths,  equal  to  a rate  of  0*57 
as  compared  with  0*68  in  1906.  Of  the  five  deaths  due 
to  zymotic  diseases  four  were  due  to  whooping  cough, 
and  were  all  under  five  years  of  age.  Whooping  cough 
is  very  fatal  in  the  first  five  years  of  life. 


Phthisis  caused  five  deaths,  a decrease  of  four  from 
that  of  1906  and  equal  to  a rate  of  0*57,  which  is  less 
than  the  rate  for  any  rural  district  in  the  County  in  1906. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the 
district  in  1907  was  15,  including  one  case  certified  as 
cerebro-spinal  fever.  This  is  a smaller  number  for  any 
one  year  than  lias  been  notified  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  in  1893.  The 
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case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  proved  fatal  in  less  than  two 
days,  every  precaution  was  taken  in  disinfecting  the 
house  and  there  was  no  other  case.  The  other  infectious 
diseases  notified,  as  can  be  seen  in  Table  III.,  were 
diphtheria,  of  which  one  proved  fatal,  scarlet  fever, 
erysipelas,  and  enteric  fever.  Of  enteric  fever  there 
were  three  cases,  one  in  the  Wooler  district  and  two 
in  the  Ford  district.  The  case  in  the  Wooler  district 
was  evidently  imported  and  one  of  the  other  two  was 
probably  due  to  a suspicious  water  supply.  This  was 
remedied. 

Whooping  cough  and  measles  were  very  prevalent 

in  some  parts  of  the  district  during  a great  part  of  the 
year,  and  several  schools  were  closed  for  varying  periods 
on  account  of  one  or  other  of  these  diseases,  the  details 
of  closing  were  as  follows  : — 

Ford  school,  owing  to  whooping  cough,  from  January 
28th  till  March  lltli ; Milfield  school,  owing  to  epidemic 
influenza,  from  January  30th  till  February  18tli ; Crook- 
ham  school,  owing  to  whooping  cough,  from  February 
12tli  till  March  3rd  ; Branton  school,  owing  to  mumps, 
an  extra  week,  in  addition  to  Easter  holidays,  till  April 
15th  ; Bowsden  school,  owing  to  whooping  cough,  from 
April  9th  till  May  13tli ; Branxton  school,  owing  to 
measles,  from  May  3rd  till  June  17th ; Kirknewton 
school,  owing  to  whooping  cough,  from  June  4th  till 
August  5th ; Doddington  school,  owing  to  whooping 
cough  and  measles,  from  June  20th  till  August  5th ; 
lord  school,  owing  to  measles,  from  June  21st  till  July 
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29th ; Chatton  school,  owing  to  measles,  from  July  11th 
till  August  5tli ; Chillingham  school,  owing  to  whooping 
cough,  from  September  6th  till  October  21st ; Lowick 
schools,  owing  to  scarlet  fever,  from  Autumn  holidays 
till  October  21st;  Mindrum  school,  owing  to  measles, 
from  October  21st  till  November  25tli ; Howtle  school, 
owing  to  measles,  from  October  28th  till  November 
18th ; Chatton  school,  owing  to  whooping  cough,  from 
December  11th  till  January  6tli,  1908. 

The  sewage  of  Wooler  still  continues  to  enter  the 
mill  race  and  river  at  various  points  since  the  flood  of 
May,  1906,  undermined  the  cement  weir  across  the 
Wooler  Water,  and  carried  away  part  of  the  pipe.  As 
there  is  always  a,  considerable  amount  of  water  in  the 
mill  race,  flowing  at  a comparatively  rapid  rate,  the 
nuisance  from  the  sewage  is  not  very  pronounced  ; but 
where  it  enters  the  stream,  the  offensive  smell  was  very 
bad  during  the  wet  summer  of  1906,  and  is  likely  to  be 
much  worse  in  a drier  season,  when  the  stream  is  all  but 
dry. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  increase  the  storage  capa- 
city at  the  Wooler  Waterworks.  In  the  case  of  fires 
breaking  out,  I understand  provision  is  made  for  turning 
one  or  two  small  streams  into  the  Wooler  supply  at  short 
notice.  As  these  streams  run  through  fields  which  are 
pastured,  and  are  therefore  liable  to  all  sorts  of  con- 
taminations, it  is  rather  a serious  reflection  that  the 
splendid  supply  of  pure  water,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Wooler  are  justly  proud,  might  at  any  moment  be 
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polluted  by  bringing  these  streams  into  the  reservoirs 
and  pipes  of  tlie  Wooler  water  supply. 

Nothing  more  has  been  done  to  get  a more  abundant 
water  supply  for  Lowick ; the  year  1906  having  been 
comparatively  wet  the  existing  supply  met  the  demands 
on  it. 

The  cowsheds  in  Wooler  were  from  time  to  time 
inspected  and  were  found  in  accordance  with  the  bye- 
laws as  regards  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  water 
supply. 

In  Wooler  two  new  houses  with  shops  in  Glendale 
Road  are  nearly  completed.  In  Dalhousie  Place  six  new 
houses  are  in  course  of  erection,  and  the  hotel  in  the 
Market  Place  was  completed  and  occupied  during  the 
year. 

In  Ramsey  Lane,  Wooler,  one  house  has  been  altered 
and  converted  into  a shop  and  dwelling  house. 

At  West  Fenton  two  new  cottages  are  being  built,  and 
the  old  row  of  farm  cottages  are  being  enlarged  and 
generally  improved. 

At  Lilburn  Glebe  farm  the  farm  house  has  been 
enlarged  and  improved,  and  the  farm  steading  has  been 
added  to  and  thoroughly  repaired. 

The  farm  cottages  at  Bewick  Folly  have  been  spouted 
and  new  drains  put  in — much  needed  improvements. 

At  South  Hazeirigg  the  farm  cottages  have  been 
spouted  and  generally  repaired. 

At  Hetton  Hall  farm  the  cottages  have  had  new 
drains  laid  down  and  the  old  surface  sewer  removed. 
This  is  a great  improvement. 


Iii  connection  with  the  Factory  and  Workshop’s  Act 
the  various  workshops  in  the  district  were  visited  from 
time  to  time.  On  one  or  two  occasions  slight  defects  in 
ventilation  were  found  and  were  remedied  during  the 
year. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  has  regularly  reported 
his  proceedings  and  kept  me  informed  of  matters  re- 
quiring my  attention. 

ALEXANDER  DEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  10th , 1908. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Glendale  Rural  District.  — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  190/. 
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Wasting  Diseases— 

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast  Milk,  Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Ma  rasmus 


c3 

o 

• rH 

5 

© 

m 

© 


m 

a) 


H © 

cc 

••  © 

o:  © 

j ‘43-43.3 

£ ‘5b*S  Q 

* -5  43  * 

h,H  ^ 
02  /H  r-* 

5 

H ® a ^ 

r~*  ^ 

^ © © r© 

£)  — r©  © 
r-;  r-  r 
o ^ r-^  Uh 

y ^ o “ 

l-H  ^ . 

p © © © 

K ? 

Mr  H© 
ca 

E-i 


•O 

*0 

o 


: ^ 
*o 

S'! 

-fci 

© 


ic 

© 


© 

> 

© 


HI 
© 

"©.  3 .. 
qj©  ©j 

• — •©  © 
cc  ,©  ©> 

^ ©-(  © 


— 02 
02  £ 
'13  c 


02 


f2  on, 


02  . 


• . . rH 

4-3  ^ 


bX) 


53  § 


C3 

• rH 
© 
© 

© 

© 


© 


© 

© 


02 

© 

02 

© 

© 

© 

© 


H cfc  M S O PP  P5  £ ^ o 


